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SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2025
General Admission: $30.00 | VIP: $50.00

*VIP includes a special gift and open bar access

PINK CARPET ARRIVAL - 6 PM
Southern University Museum of Art (SUMA)

“SPONSOR IN STYLE” RECEPTION - 7PM

Dr.'Leon R. Tarver |l Cultural and Heritage Center

_ Incubator to Increase Underrepresented
Populations in Apparel Merchandising and
é Textiles Industry Entrepreneurship
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The Fashion and Business Laboratory (FAB LAB) was established in
2021 with USDA 1890 Institution Teaching, Research and Extension
Capacity Building Grants Program Funds. The purpose of the FAB LAB is to
provide a business incubator specifically focused on fashion design and apparel
entrepreneurship. The FAB LAB includes a space complete with equipment, tools,
materials and resources. Services provided include mentorship, fashion design skill building
and entrepreneurship education needed to improve Entrepreneurial Self-Efficacy among
Fashion Merchandising Design and Textiles (FMDT) students at Southern University, support the
development of sustainable fashion and apparel businesses and community members within the
region as well as strengthen the pipeline of future Black Fashion Design Entrepreneurs.
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The four programs initiated through the FAB Lab include:

FAB FELLOWS LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Supports students enrolled in the Fashion Merchandising, Design and Textiles stipends, mentorship,
assistance with the development of a fashion line or apparel business, access to design space and
other needed resources as well as leadership experiences.

FAB YOUTH LEADERS PROGRAM
Targets minority middle and high school aged youth in Baton Rouge and surrounding rural areas to
teach entrepreneurial and fashion design skills through a summer youth program.

FAB ENTREPRENEURS PROGRAM

Hosts networking events including lectures and panels featuring fashion industry guest speakers,
fashion showcases, fashion line and portfolio reviews, training sessions, continuing education
workshops and short-course for interested community members to promote and support fashion
entrepreneurship in Baton Rouge and the surround rural areas.

FAB CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

Provides formal fashion design and apparel entrepreneurship education for FMDT
students, minority high school aged youth in the Baton Rouge and surround rural areas,
as well as other interested community members wishing to start or improve on an
existing fashion and apparel related small business.

in regards to fashion and apparel entrepreneurship education including promoting
fashion and apparel entrepreneurship among the youth and creating a pipeline

to increase enrollment of the FMDT program; fostering fashion and apparel
entrepreneurship among students to enhance retention rates of the FMDT .-
program and strengthenthe Human Sciences workforce; and offering a curriculum ‘;

that will ensure entrepreneurs in the region are equipped with the knowledge ‘' \L
needed to start and sustain fashion and apparel enterprises. L j,
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With only 7.3% of American fashion designers being Black, the FAB LAB isfocused on “ ’U
increasing the number of successful Black Fashion Design Entrepreneurs, ensuring '-.
that our talented students have a place at forefront of this exciting industry. Your
generous contribution will help continue this mission and fulfill the program goals

\\of the Fashion and Business Laboratory at Southern University.
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READY-TO-WEAR: $100

“¥ - 1Ticket to FAB LAB MET Gala
= - FAB LAB Gift Bag

* Souvenir Book Recognition

» Special Recognition at Spring Fashion
Week Events

BOUTIQUE: $250

* 2 Tickets to the FAB LAB MET Gala

* 2 FAB LAB Gift Bags

* Special Recognition at Spring Fashion
Week Events

DESIGNER: $500
* 4 Tickets to FAB LAB MET Gala

* 4 FAB LAB Gift Bags
+1/8 Page Ad in Souvenir Book
» Special Recognition at Spring Fashion

Week Events

» A Custom-Made Accessory Designed
by the FAB Fellows

LUXURY: $1000

* 6 Tickets to FAB LAB MET Gala

* 6 FAB LAB Gift Bags

* % Page Ad in Souvenir Book

* Plaque Presentation at Spring
Fashion Week Event

* Banner/Special Recognition at
Spring Fashion Week Events

* A Custom-Made Accessory Designed
by the FAB Fellows

“SHOP YOUR SPONSORSHIP STYLE"

COUTURE: $2,500
* Table at the FAB LAB Met Gala (Up to 8 guests)

* 8 FAB LAB gift Bags
* % Page Ad in Souvenir Book

* Plaque Presentation at Spring
Fashion Week Event

* Banner/Special Recognition at
Spring Fashion Week Events

* A Custom-Made Garment Designed
by FAB Fellows

HAUTE COUTURE $5000
+ 2 tables at the FAB LAB Gala (Up to 16 guests)

* 16 FAB LAB gift bags
* Full Page Ad in Souvenir Book

* Plaque Presentation at Spring
Fashion Week Event

- Banner/Special Recognition at
Spring Fashion Week Events

* Custom-Made Suit or Gown Designed
by FAB Fellows

CUSTOM-MADE: $1+
* Tailor your donation for a perfect fit.

FASHION CLOSET:

* Help fill our FAB LAB Fashion Closet with
in-kind donations such as fabric, notions,
fashion design tools and/or equipment.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:

Dr. Samii Kennedy Benson

Associate Professor, Fashion

Merchandising Design and

Textiles/FAB LAB Program

Director

sami.benson@sus.edu
(225) 771-4085

Robert | E. asly, dr

Director of Advancement

robert_easly@suagcenter.com
(225) 771-3907




PLEASE PRINT

NAME:
EMAIL:
ADDRESS:
CITY:

] Haute Couture Sponsor:
] Couture Sponsor:

] Luxury Sponsor:

] Designer Sponsor:

[] Boutique Sponsor:

] Ready-to-Wear Sponsor:

] Custom-Made Sponsor: $

] Fashion Closet Sponsor: $

List donated items and value amount.

AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION: $

Thank you for your generous contributions to the FAB LAB Fashion Fund!
*++Please make your check or money order payable to the Southern University Foundation#x*

Mail to:

Southern University System Foundation / FAB LAB
598 Harding Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70807
(225) 771-3907 (office)

(504) 373-726 4 (mobile)

Make your selection by completing the sponsorship form
and mailing it to the address above or scan the QR code below:

LEON R. TARVER II g &{Mﬁ

AND NEMIIAUE g = I S\

e
iy

Hl|




